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About the Report

The Great Lakes-Big Rivers Fiscal Year 2002 Annual
Report is produced by the Region 3 External Affairs

Office.  This report highlights accomplishments and
activities submitted via the Region’s Accomplishment
Reporting System.

The report is a compilation of the Region’s monthly
informational publication “Inside Region 3.”  The full
narrative text of all the Region’s accomplishments can be
searched and viewed via the Accomplishment Reporting
System on the Internet at http://ars.fws.gov.

Comments or questions concerning this report or the
Accomplishment Reporting System should be addressed
to Chuck Traxler at 612-713-5313 or email at
charles_traxler@fws.gov.

Table of Contents

About the Cover

- USFWS Photo by Chuck Traxler

Inside Region 3 Editions
Page  Month of Accomplishment

4 Message From the Regional Director

5 FY 2002 Annual Work Plan

Page

Special Edition Inside Region 3
Page  Subject

156 Prescribed Burning

Iron River National Fish Hatchery Biologist Steve Redman checks a Fyke’s
net during a brook trout assessment on Isle Royale National Park.



As you can tell by the size of this
 report, Fiscal Year 2002 was a

busy one for the Great Lakes-Big
Rivers Region.

The Region is dedicated to conserv-
ing our nation’s natural resources,
working with our many partners,
providing high-quality internal and
external communication and meeting
the needs of the American people.

This Annual Report was assembled
from field reports submitted  through
the Region 3 Accomplishment Report-
ing System and highlights only a few
of the more than 1,020 accomplishment
reports submitted in Fiscal Year 2002.

By developing trust and creating a
successful working relationship with
our many state, tribal, private and
nongovernmental conservation part-
ners, Region 3 was able to leverage
$114 million with $621 million in
partner resources to provide a benefit
of more than $730 million for the
people and natural resources of the
Midwest.

A particular point of pride for me
this year is that 8,324 volunteers
logged more than 223,000 hours at
field stations across the Region.
These volunteers share our passion for
the resources we manage and enable
us to do our job more effectively.

Each of our programs are dedicated
to completing their individual mis-
sions, as well as to working together
to complete the overall mission of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  A few
of the program’s accomplishment
highlights are listed below:

National Wildlife Refuge System
All Region 3 refuges are getting

ready to “Celebrate a Century of
Conservation” in 2003; committees are
formed, plans are implemented and
our partners are ready to help us
celebrate.

This year we added three new
Friends groups to bring the regional

total to 25.  Just one example of the
benefits these groups bring to the
refuge system is the $250,000 the
Friends of Squaw Creek refuge
secured  to help construct an addition
to the refuge’s visitor center.

Endangered Species
This was the second successful year

of the on-going eastern whooping
crane reintroduction project.  The
project, designed to reestablish an
eastern flock of migratory whooping
cranes, involves an international
partnership of state, federal and
nongovernmental agencies, as well as
private citizens.

Law Enforcement
This year brought the conclusion of

a multi-year investigation code-named
“Operation Snowplow.”  The investiga-
tion has so far resulted in the success-
ful indictment and prosecution of 16
individuals involved in the illegal
trafficking of endangered tigers,
leopards and other exotic animals
throughout the U.S.

Fisheries
The Regional hatchery program

raised and stocked more than 11
million fish this year and has expanded
its operation by beginning to produce
endangered mussels.

Monitoring and controlling aquatic
nuisance species such as zebra mus-
sels, ruffe, round goby and sea lam-
prey is also a major focus.  An esti-
mated 3.5 million sea lamprey were
destroyed this year through the
Region’s sea lamprey control stations.

Migratory Birds and State Programs
This office is highly involved in the

whooping crane project, but has also
had great success with the Prairie
Pothole Joint Venture, helping to
increase breeding duck populations.

The program also manages the

regional migratory bird permit system
and facilitated the management of $4.8
million in North American Wetland
Conservation Act grants.

External Affairs
Ensuring the public, Congress and

our many partners know what we are
doing is the job of External Affairs.

This year the program improved its
congressional and media notification
systems, improved the accomplish-
ment reporting system and facilitated
thousands of print articles and many
hours of broadcast coverage through-
out the Region.

Budget and Administration
This office continued to ensure that

the financial, personnel, contracting
and information technology aspects of
the Region function smoothly.

The office initiated many new
Internet-based tracking programs and
hosted training on all aspects of
administration.

I hope you enjoy sharing in the
successes of Region 3 and I want to
thank all our employees for their
exceptional work and dedication to the
people and natural resources of the
Great Lakes-Big Rivers Region.

Bill Hartwig
Great Lakes-Big Rivers Regional Director

Bill Hartwig
Great Lakes - Big River Regional Director

A Message From the Regional Director
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Fiscal Year 2002 Annual Work Plan
This plan outlines Region 3 priorities for Fiscal Year 2002 to help achieve the Service’s mission of “Working with
other to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the
American people.”

Sustainability of Fish and Wildlife
Populations

Conserve, protect, restore and enhance fish, wildlife and plant populations
entrusted to our care.

Conserve an ecologically diverse network of lands and waters - of various
ownerships - providing habitats for fish, wildlife and plant resources.

Provide opportunities to the public to enjoy, understand and participate in the
use and conservation of fish and wildlife resources.

Support and strengthen partnerships with tribal, state and local governments
and others in their effort to conserve and enjoy fish, wildlife, plants and their
habitats.

Habitat Conservation: A Network of
Lands & Waters

Public Use and Enjoyment

Partnership in Natural Resources

Management Principles

Invest in Our People The Service is focused on building a workforce that is representative of the
public we serve and dedicated to the Service’s mission.  Investments will be
made to: Recruit and develop a workforce for the future; Provide training
and promote continuous learning; Recognize and celebrate success; Retain
our current expertise; and, Ensure a safe and healthy work environment.

Partnerships are to include representatives from a variety of groups and
become truly collaborative efforts.  External partnerships will include equal
partners representing states, tribes, non-profits, the Service and other
interested parties.  Internal partnerships will include participation from
other regions and programs, as appropriate.

Customer satisfaction is vital to the success of the Service.  Customers
include the public as well as other employees.  To ensure our customers are
satisfied, we will continue to improve communication with our customers.
We need to understand our customer needs, report our accomplishments and
seek feedback to continuously improve our level of service.

Resource Principles

Implement Conservation Priorities Fully implement the Region 3 Conservation Priorities by completing a
geographic analysis of species occurrence, identifying habitat priorities and
focus areas, and stepping the results down organizationally through the
programs, ecosystem teams and field stations.

Develop a Regional outreach strategy/plan to ensure coordination of the
Region’s efforts to educate the public about the Service’s mission and our
activities and accomplishments to achieve this mission.

Integrated Outreach

Promote Partnerships

Focus on Customer Expectations

Principle Mission Goals
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Fiscal Year 2002 Annual Work Plan

Provide leadership and direction through partnerships, for the conservation
of shared natural resources of concern.

Assess the status and distribution of Regional Resource Conservation
Priority Species within each ecosystem to enhance management decision
making.

Focus habitat protection, restoration and management for the benefit of
Regional Resource Conservation Priority species.

Identify and implement measures on and off Service lands to recover threat-
ened and endangered species.

Develop and implement approaches to work collaboratively to conserve
candidate species to help preclude the need to list them.

Coordinate and implement restorations resulting from settlements or judge-
ments in Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) cases.

Identify and implement measures to prevent or minimize expansion of
invasive species to facilitate conservation of declining native species and help
preclude the need to list additional species.

Develop and implement collaborative approaches that address coastal issues
affecting priority Great Lakes fish and wildlife species and associated habi-
tats.

Ecological Services

Ecosystem Priorities

Program Priorities

Service biologists are working with partners to
develop conservation agreements to preclude
the need to list this butterfly as endangered.

- Photo by Robert Dana
Dakota Skipper

Increase discretionary funding to the field for resource work.

Pending any needed final approvals, begin operations of three new Refuge
System units: Glacial Ridge, Fairfield Marsh and Middle Mississippi.

Fully support completion of scheduled Comprehensive Conservation Plans.

Increase awareness of Region 3 Refuge System accomplishments by engag-
ing Congress and new Service and Department leadership.

Actively engage all Regional programs and employees in the Refuge System
Centennial Campaign and outreach activities.

National Wildlife Refuge System

- USFWS photo by Mary Stefanski

Refuges across the Region are preparing for the
increase in visitors and attention they will re-
ceived during the Centennial year.



The Region 3 Joint Venture Office will pursue actions which will better
position Great Lakes/Upper Mississippi Joint Venture to deliver the “All
Bird Conservation” vision of the North American Bird Conservation Initia-
tive.

Support will be provided for the re-establishment of whooping cranes in the
Great Lakes-Big Rivers Region.  This effort provides a platform for increas-
ing awareness of wetland values for many migratory bird species and other
wetland wildlife.

Migratory bird surveys will be coordinated and conducted to facilitate sound
management.  Development of survey protocols for species which are cur-
rently poorly surveyed will be supported.  We will undertake an analysis of
Regional monitoring efforts and, in conjunction with refuges, develop an
integrated program for Service nongame bird monitoring.

The Migratory Bird Division will take a leadership role in developing, coordi-
nating, and implementing landscape-level bird conservation planning initia-
tives, focusing on the Regional components of Partners in Flight (land birds),
the U. S. Shorebird Conservation Plan and the North American Waterbird
Conservation Plan. Included in this effort will be the development of effec-
tive habitat models for priority species and use of those models to identify
target areas for achieving effective and efficient conservation.

The Migratory Bird Division will continue to provide technical assistance to
Refuges to ensure that migratory bird issues are addressed in refuge Com-
prehensive Conservation Plans.  In FY 02, we will focus on CCPs for Crab
Orchard, Grand Kankakee Marsh, Minnesota Valley, Muscatatuck and
Sherburne National Wildlife Refuges.

The Migratory Bird Division will participate in Mississippi Flyway Council
and Technical Section so that Service initiatives can be presented and Coun-
cil issues can be addressed from the Region’s perspective.

The Federal Aid Division will respond to audit findings and work with the
states to develop corrective action plans that will resolve problems and
improve program delivery.

The Federal Aid Division will work with the states on process improvements
to streamline grant requirements and improve program efficiency.

The Federal Aid Division will work with Ecological Services Division to
identify new approaches to Section 7 and NEPA compliance issues to ensure
accountability while streamlining the process.

The Federal Aid Division will provide leadership to maintain and strengthen
the strong relationship between the states and the Service to protect, con-
serve and restore fish and wildlife resources.
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Fiscal Year 2002 Annual Work Plan

Migratory Birds and State Programs

Program Priorities

The Migratory Birds Division is using the whoop-
ing crane reintroduction project as a platform
to increase public awareness of wetland issues
impacting all migratory birds.

- USFWS photo

- USFWS photo by Chuck Traxler

The Federal Aid Division continues to work with
state governments to protect fish and wildlife
habitat and provide hunting and fishing oppor-
tunities for the public.



Fiscal Year 2002 Annual Work Plan

Fisheries
Fully implement the terms of the U.S. vs. Michigan Consent Decree includ-
ing technical fishery assistance, fishery monitoring in 1836 Treaty waters
and enhanced lake trout propagation for interagency restoration programs.

Increase emphasis on the large rivers within Region 3 through cross-pro-
gram initiatives.

Focus the Service’s aquatic nuisance species program within Region 3
through the cooperative efforts of Fisheries and Ecological Services field
stations.

Expand the roles and responsibilities of fisheries field stations, including an
increased focus on monitoring and applied science, through full use of avail-
able expertise and capabilities.

Ensure that fishery field stations emphasize restoration and protection of
aquatic habitats through involvement in all available activities including fish
passage, private lands, coastal program, endangered species program and
Natural Resource Damage Assessments (NRDA).

Put the Region 3 fishery program “on the map” through aggressive out-
reach, information and public education initiatives.
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Program Priorities

The round goby is just one of many aquatic nui-
sance species threatening the Region.  Service
biologists are working closely with state, fed-
eral and tribal agencies to montior and develop
contol techniques for these species.

- USFWS photo

Support the nation’s campaign to combat terrorism by providing manpower
and other resources needed to safeguard the United States and the Ameri-
can people.

Enforce the federal wildlife laws with a high priority on those violations that
involve wild populations of federally protected species and commercial
exploitation of protected wildlife resources.

Conduct an aggressive and proactive inspection program-through such
means as task forces, profiling of potential violators and wildlife most at risk
and educational programs - at all designated and border ports with an
emphasis on large-scale, commercial shipments.

Provide law enforcement support, assistance and expertise to other Service
programs and regional ecosystem teams.

Law Enforcement

Operation Snowplow resulted in the prosecu-
tion of several individuals illegally killing and
trading endangered tigers and leopards.

- USFWS photo



Customer Service:  Continue to explore ways to provide quality administra-
tive support to the field and Regional Office.

Streamlining:  Continue to explore ways to streamline the Regional adminis-
trative process.

Technology:  Implement new and updated automated information systems
such as IDEAS, upgrade computer networks and update web pages with
relevant information.

Employees:  Recruit, train, reward, and retain a quality workforce that
reflects the diversity of this nation’s population.

Region 3 - Fiscal Year 2002 Annual Report9 Annual Work Plan

Fiscal Year 2002 Annual Work Plan

External Affairs Deliver quality communications in order to position the Service, in the Great
Lakes-Big Rivers Region, as the recognized federal leader regarding fish
and wildlife issues.

Strengthen ties and recognize field office accomplishments, clarifiy and
promote field office outreach priorities, and facilitate communication with
partners.

Build effective and harmonious work teams (including Regional Outreach
Team comprised of both Regional office and field office employees) in the
Regional Office which support pro-active, unified outreach and in-reach.

Restructure roles, responsibilities and workload among External Affairs
Office personnel to efficiently and effectively complete priority work assign-
ments and exploit new ways of doing business.

Improve the effectiveness of outreach and in-reach communications Region-
wide.

Budget and Administration

Program Priorities

Communicating the Service’s activites through
the media and other venues is the mission of
the External Affairs Office.

- USFWS photo by Colette Charbonneau

- USFWS photo by Cathy Pollack

Helping to recruit and retain qualified, dedi-
cated employees is one of the missions of the
Budget and Adminsitration Office.



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Inside Region 3
Volume 5, No. 1.
September 2002

Information from the Accomplishment
Reporting System for Sept. 1 - Sept. 30, 2002

Inside This Issue
Coaster Brook Trout
Sea Lamprey Control
MN Joint Venture Turns 15
Centennial Events
....and More

Inside This Issue
Coaster Brook Trout
Sea Lamprey Control
MN Joint Venture Turns 15
Centennial Events
....and More

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Inside Region 3
Volume 4, No. 12.
August 2002

Information from the Accomplishment
Reporting System for July 31 - August 31, 2002

Mille Lacs National Wildlife
Refuge is comprised of two  0.5

acre islands in Lake Mille Lacs (Mille
Lacs County, Minn.) Spirit Island
was set aside by Executive Order
2199 on May 14, 1915 and Hennepin
Island was added on October 13,
1920. The two islands were desig-
nated as a “preserve and breeding
ground for native birds.”

Mille Lacs Refuge is not only the
smallest refuge in the National
Wildlife Refuge System, it is also the
site of one of only four common tern
nesting colonies in Minnesota. The
common tern is currently listed as a
threatened species in Minnesota;
they are not listed under the Federal
Endangered Species Act, but are
considered a species of management
concern.

The two major threats to terns on
Hennepin Island are competition for
nesting sites with ring-billed gulls
and weather. To help alleviate the
gull threat, a gull-deterrent string-
grid system was incorporated on the
island in 1993.  This year, 56 percent
of the tern nests initiated on the
island were located under the grid,
an additional 38 percent were located
on a low gravel “spit” of the island.

There were no successful gull
nests on the island and a peak count
of 181 common tern nests were
counted this year. The record for
tern nests was set in 2000 when the
peak was 212.

Weather did have a negative effect
on nests this year. Heavy rains,
strong winds and a lack of protection
around the island resulted in all of
the nests initiated on the “spit” to be
destroyed.  Mary Stefanski, Rice
Lake NWR

Nation’s Smallest Refuge Provides Habitat for Common Terns

Rice Lake NWR STEP Student Cari Kramer holds a common tern that successfully hatched on Mille
Lacs NWR.  Mille Lacs NWR is the smallest refuge in the National Wildlife Refuge System.

- USFWS photo by Mary Stefanski

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Inside Region 3
Volume 4, No. 11.
July 2002

Information from the Accomplishment
Reporting System for June 30 - July 31, 2002

Inside This IssueInside This IssueInside This IssueInside This IssueInside This Issue
Region Conducts Airboat Safety Training on Army Base
Biological Control of Leafy Spurge Successful
State Centennial Committee Leaders Meet

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Inside Region 3
Volume 4, No. 10.
June 2002

Information from the Accomplishment
Reporting System for May 31 - June 30, 2002

National Fishing Week Events Attract Visitors and Highlight Fishing Opportunities

More than 150 kids and adults participated in the 12th annual youth fishing day event held at
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.  The event is designed to give kids exposure to fish-
ing and learn about fish and wildlife conservation.

Field Stations Across the Region Help Kids Learn About Fishing

- USFWS photo by Abby Rodriguez

12th Annual Youth Fishing Day
at Minnesota Valley Refuge

Culminating weeks of coordina-
tion and planning, the staff at

Minnesota Valley National Wildlife
Refuge, their volunteers, numerous
partners and Regional Office staff
conducted a very successful Youth
Fishing Day at the bass ponds area
of the refuge.  This was the 12th
time the refuge and its partners have
conducted this event.

More than 150 kids from the inner
cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul
participated in the morning event
which included instruction on fishing
techniques, education about fishery
conservation efforts and time actu-
ally spent fishing.  In addition, the
kids and volunteer staff were treated
to a lunch provided by the Red Lake
Nation and the Bureau of Indian
Affairs.

All of these kids were provided a
new fishing rod and tackle as part of
this event.   Rick Schultz, Minnesota
Valley NWR

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice uses National Fishing Week,
June 2 - 8, as an opportunity to part-
ner with other organizations to high-
light fishing opportunities on na-
tional wildlife refuges and other
public lands.

In particular, the Service tries to
provide opportunities to kids who
may not have many opportunities to
experience fishing or learn about
fish and wildlife conservation.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Inside Region 3
Volume 4, No. 9.
May 2002

Information from the Accomplishment
Reporting System for May 6 - May 31, 2002

International Migratory Bird Day Celebrated Across the Region

Iowa Department of Natural Resources employee Dave Hoffman lets kids have a close look at a
trumpeter swan before it is released at Union Slough National Wildlife Refuge.

On May 13, the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and Iowa

Department of Natural Resources
released four trumpeter swans into
the wild in celebration of Interna-
tional Migratory Bird Day.

Approximately 115 people, includ-
ing several classes from the local
elementary school, participated in
the event; which included a one-hour
presentation on swans and other
migratory birds and their habitat.

The trumpeter swans released at
Union Slough National Wildlife
Refuge are part of the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources statewide
trumpeter swan restoration effort.
These swans were released into the
wild in hopes that they will help
restore a wild free flying population
of swans in Iowa.

Since 1995, over 350 trumpeter
swans have been released statewide.
The last historical nesting of trum-
peters in Iowa occurred in 1883 on
the Twin Lakes Wildlife Area about
eight miles northwest of Belmond,
Iowa.  In 1998, the first modern day
wild nesting trumpeters occurred in
Dubuque County.  In 2001, nine wild
free flying pairs nested in Iowa,
including two pairs that successfully
hatched young at Union Slough
National Wildlife Refuge.

The goal of the program is to have
15 free flying nesting trumpeter
swan pairs in Iowa by 2003.  Several
Iowa released swans have nested in
southern Minnesota and southern
Wisconsin.  Michelle McDowell,
Union Slough NWR

Trumpeter Swans Released at Union Slough National Wildlife Refuge

- USFWS photo

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Inside Region 3
Volume 4, No. 7.
April 2002

Information from the Accomplishment
Reporting System for Mar. 25 - May 6, 2002

Whooping Cranes Return to Necedah
Test Your Fish and Wildlife IQ
A Friend Retires
and much more...

InsideInsideInsideInsideInside

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Inside Region 3
Volume 4, No. 6.
March 2002
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Information from the Accomplishment
Reporting System

The week of March 11-15 was
filled with a flurry of activities in
Washington, DC, involving Region 3
outreach specialists, regional refuge
chiefs and supervisors. The week’s
activities not only served to cel-
ebrate Refuges’ 99th birthday on
Mar. 14, but brought added visibility
and support to the National Wildlife
Refuge System and its upcoming
Centennial.

Scott Flaherty and Chuck Traxler
of the Region 3 External Affairs
Office joined representatives from
other Service regions to brief re-
gional Centennial accomplishments,
plans and activities to refuge chiefs
and supervisors on Mar. 12.  The
chiefs’ update was part of the na-
tional outreach team’s meeting in
Washington. In addition to the
briefing, the team discussed action
on national centennial efforts, includ-
ing adoption and approval of a new
refuge system logo for use with
Centennial printed materials, a $2.5
million Refuge System exhibit at the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of
Natural History and updates on
national exhibits and media cam-
paigns.

The meetings of the outreach team
and refuge chiefs and supervisors
coincided with the first meeting of
the 10 member Centennial Commis-
sion. The commission was estab-
lished by the National Wildlife
Refuge System Centennial Act and
includes in its membership former
Service Director Lynn Greenwalt,
former Assistant Secretary of
Interior for Fish, Wildlife and Parks
William P. Horn, basketball star Carl
Malone, Naturalist Jack Hannah,

Region 3 Refuge Chief Nita Fuller and Refuge Supervisors Don Hultman, Jon Kauffeld and Jim Leach (not
pictured) briefed Region 3 congressional members in Washington, D.C., on the System’s 99th birthday.

- USFWS Photo by Chuck Traxler

Continued on Page 52.

host of television’s “Jack Hannah’s
Animal Adventures,” Daniel
Pedrotti, past president of “Boone
and Crockett,” Kym Murphy, vice
president of environmental policy
with the Disney Corporation, John
L. Morris, founder and owner of
BassPro Shops, Peter Coors, chief
executive officer of Coors Brewing
Company, Ramona Seeligson Bass,
Director of the Texas Wildlife Cam-
paign and Michael Bean, senior
attorney and chair for wildlife
programs at Environmental Defense.

It’s clear from the briefing that
the Region’s have taken the lead in
planning and executing Centennial

projects nationwide.
More than 400 distinguished

guests, including many Members of
Congress, Centennial Commission
members and regional representa-
tives celebrated the Refuge System
on the eve of its 99th birthday during
a reception at the National Botanical
Garden near the U.S. Capitol.
Secretary of Interior Gail Norton
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Director Steve Williams hosted the
reception. Both leaders

Blue Goose Lands in Washington for 99th Birthday Celebration

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Inside Region 3

Service Proposal Would Grant States More Control of Resident Canada Geese

Resident (non-migratory) Canada goose populations have continued to grow in many urban
areas.  The Service has developed a draft Environmental Impact Statement which, if approved,
will allow states greater flexibility in managing local populations of resident geese.

-USFWS Photo

Volume 4, No. 5.
February 2002

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice is proposing the creation of a
new regulation to allow state wildlife
management agencies to actively
manage populations of resident
Canada geese that cause personal
and public property damage and, in
some cases, pose a threat to public
health and safety.

Under the proposed alternative
identified in the draft Environmental
Impact Statement released Mar. 4,
the Service would grant states the
authority to undertake approved
population control strategies, such as
nest and egg destruction, trapping
and culling programs, and expanded
hunting opportunities.

“The Service believes that the
problems caused by resident Canada
geese can be best addressed at the
state level,” said Service Director
Steve Williams.  “To that end, we
are committed to providing state
wildlife management agencies with
as much flexibility as possible to
address the issue.”

The draft EIS evaluates a range
of alternatives in relation to their
ability to reduce and stabilize resi-
dent Canada goose populations,
reduce conflicts with humans and
minimize impacts to property and
human health and safety. Aside from
the proposed alternative, the EIS
analyzes other alternatives, includ-
ing continuing current management
practices unchanged;

Endangered Pallid Sturgeon arrived at the Neosho National Fish Hatch-
ery on Feb. 26, 2002. Rod May (Assistant Manager) and Nick Starzl (Fishery
Biologist) travelled to South Dakota and met with staff from the Miles City
Montana State Fish Hatchery to transfer the pallids over to Neosho. There
are three family lots totalling 5,200 fish.  These fish will be reared to nine
inches, tagged with pit tags and stocked into the Lower Missouri River as
part of recovery efforts.

Neosho’s excellent water quality, closed water system, recirculation
system and ability to control water temperature, makes it an optimum place
to produce endangered pallid sturgeon, as well as other recovery species.

The hatchery has had great success with lake sturgeon production and
expects nothing less with the pallids.

This is a cooperative effort with the Columbia Fisheries Resource Office,
Columbia Ecological Services Office, Army Corps of Engineers, and the
Neosho National Fish Hatchery.  David Hendrix, Neosho NFH

5,200 Endangered Pallid Sturgeon Arrive
at Neosho National Fish Hatchery
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Information from the Accomplishment
Reporting System

Volume 4, No. 1  October 2001

    Inside Region 3
An information product from the Accomplishment Reporting System

A biological inventory of caves on
Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge
in southern Indiana has yielded
three species new to science. Julian
J. Lewis, Ph.D., a cave biologist
working under contract for the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service dis-
covered the three invertebrate spe-
cies during an extensive 12-month
inventory of invertebrates and ver-
tebrates in 31 caves on the refuge.
     Twelve wells were also sampled
for subterranean aquatic organ-
isms.  The final report of the
contractor’s results will be available
in May 2002 including future study
and management recommendations
and further information on the
undescribed invertebrate species.
     Big Oaks NWR is a 50,000 acre
refuge located on the former
Jefferson Proving Grounds.  The
Service manages habitat for 120
species of breeding birds, the feder-
ally-endangered Indiana bat and 41
species of fish.  The refuge’s 6,000
acres of grasslands supports one of
the largest known populations of
Henslow’s sparrow, a once common
grassland bird whose population
has plummeted by more than 90
percent during the past 30 years.
The Indiana Department of Natural
Resources has also identified 46
rare species of plants on the refuge.
Stephen Miller, Big Oaks NWR

A small flock of eight young whoop-
ing cranes led by three ultralight
aircraft lifted off from Necedah
National Wildlife Refuge in Wiscon-
sin near dawn Oct. 17, 2001, today
in an effort to restore migrating
whooping cranes to eastern North
America. The cranes will be taught
a new 1,200 mile migration route to
wintering grounds at
Chassahowitzka National Wildlife
Refuge in Florida.
   The reintroduction is part of an
ongoing recovery effort for the
highly imperiled species, which was
on the verge of extinction in the
1940s and even today numbers only

Whooping Cranes Depart Necedah NWR on
Historic Migration to Florida

Inventory of Caves at Big
Oaks NWR Leads to Dis-
covery of 3 Species New
to Science

Great Color on the Big River
--Photo by Scott Flaherty

The  riverboat “Jonathan Paddlford” travels south along a colorful stretch of the
Mississippi River just north of the Service’s “Great Lakes-Big Rivers” Regional Office
at Fort Snelling, Minn. The Ojibway Indians of northern Minnesota called the river
“Messipi” or “Big River.”

about 260 birds in the wild.
     In 1998, a coalition of state and
federal governments and the pri-
vate sector formed the Whooping
Crane Eastern Partnership to
coordinate and fund last year’s
sandhill crane study and this year’s
whooping crane study. Over 35
private landowners have volun-
teered their property as stopover
sites for the cranes and migration
team. A temporary pen keeps the
cranes safe from predators between
each morning’s flight. The migration
is expected to take from five to
seven weeks.  (Joan Guilfoyle,
External Affairs)

Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership
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A federal court in Missouri unsealed in-
dictments Thursday November 8, 2001,
charging five people in connection with
the illegal trafficking of six endangered ti-
gers and five leopards protected by fed-
eral law. The indictments were filed in
November 2000 and January 2001 by the
U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of
Missouri in St. Louis following a lengthy
undercover investigation by agents of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
     Conspiracy and Lacey Act charges
were filed against  Todd and Vicki Lantz,
of Cape Girardeau, Mo., Freddy Wilmoth
of Gentry, Ark., Stoney Elam of Fort
Gibson, Okla., and Tim Rivers of Citra,
Fla..  The five are alleged to have illegally
purchased, transported and sold feder-
ally-endangered tigers and leopards be-
tween January and August 1998.
     The indictments allege that in Febru-
ary 1998, Todd Lantz, owner of Lazy L
Exotics, in Cape Girardeau, purchased
four tigers from Freddy Wilmoth in Gen-
try, Ark., and transported them to the 5H
Ranch in Cape Girardeau, Mo., with the
knowledge the tigers were to be killed.
After the tigers were killed and sold,
Vicky Lantz  prepared federal forms
(USDA Form 720) falsely stating the
transaction was a donation.
     Indictments also allege that in June
1998, Stoney Elam sold two tigers and
three leopards in violation of federal wild-
life laws. Similarly,  Timothy Rivers,
owner of Animals in Motion in Citra, Fla.,
is alleged to have illegally sold two leop-
ards in August 1998.

Federal Court Indicts
Five in Missouri For Ille-
gal Trafficking of Pro-
tected  Big Cats

Continued on page 14

The Wisconsin DNR has been selected
to receive a $795,000 grant award
through the National Coastal Wetlands
Conservation Grant Program.  The
funds will be used to assist with the
permanent protection of 240 acres of
coastal wetlands, including 800 feet of
Lake Michigan shoreline, on Washing-
ton Island in Door County.  The federal
funds will be matched with state fund-
ing, and with donations from the Door
County Land Trust.
    There were 32 proposals submitted
for this nationaly competitive program,
requesting nearly $23 million.  Only 20
projects were selected in just 10 coastal
states, for $14.5 million in funds avail-
able for Fiscal Year 2002.

Wisconsin DNR to Receive $795,000  Coastal Wet-
lands Conservation Grant

    The Washington Island Wetlands
Project includes two state natural ar-
eas, Coffee Swamp and Big and Little
Marsh.  The project is also near the
Jackson Harbor Ridges State Natural
Area, Rock Island State Park and Hog
Island National Wildlife Refuge. The
area includes many unique natural fea-
tures and rare species such as the
threatened dwarf lake iris and the en-
dangered Hine’s emerald dragonfly.
   The Upper Door Peninsula has long
been recognized as a protection priority
by public agencies and private conser-
vation organizations.  A mosaic of per-
manent protection has been created
through the efforts of the Service, Wis

Continued on page 14

Veterinarian Dr. Tim Yoder shields the eye of a young bison while Refuge
Biologist Pauline Drobney inserts a subcutaneous identification tag behind its
left ear. The process was part of the annual bison roundup Oct. 29 at Neal Smith
NWR. For more on the roundup, see the report on page 2.

--Photo by Scott Flaherty

Don’t Look...You Won’t Feel a Thing
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 Prescribed Fire
Unseasonably Mild Weather
Extends Fall Burning Season
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Ohio Among Eight States
To Receive Federal Funds
for Major Boating Projects
Ohio’s Middle Bass Island State Park
will receive $861,383 in federal funds to
expand facilities for Lake Erie boaters,
according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.  Ohio joins Florida, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Oregon, South Carolina,
Virginia, and Washington in sharing
$4.4 million in grants for nine boating
facility projects to receive funding in
2002.
     The grants are the second round of
awards made under the Boating Infra-
structure Grant (BIG) program, admin-
istered by the Service.  The funding is
authorized by the Sportfishing and
Boating Safety Act of 1998 and funded
in part by excise taxes on motorboat
fuel.  BIG grant program funds are
aimed at improving docking facilities
for transient, non-trailerable boats
along the navigable waterways of the
United States.
     “Thanks to the BIG program, mil-
lions of people will be able to enjoy
greater and better recreational and
fishing opportunities off America’s
shores,” said Service Acting Director
Marshall Jones.
     “The BIG program is a big deal for
recreational boat owners who will now
have the opportunity to visit more
state and local parks and historic sites
which heretofore were inaccessible by
boat,” added Boat U.S. Vice President
Michael Sciulla.
     The BIG program provides  states
with funding for: mooring buoys; day-
docks; transient slips; safe harbor facili-
ties (including safe anchorage or a har-
bor of refuge during a storm); float

Continued on page 31

 North America’s First  International Refuge
Michigan’s Detroit River International Wildlife
Refuge Added to Refuge System
The efforts of an unprecedented partner-
ship of federal, state, county and local
governments, private industry, conserva-
tion groups and citizens to improve the
quality of life along an enduring industrial
river in Detroit, Mich., paid off December
21, 2001, when President George W. Bush
signed a bill officially creating the Detroit
River International Wildlife Refuge.
     The refuge, the first international ref-
uge in North America, will conserve, pro-
tect and restore habitat for 29 species of
waterfowl, 65 kinds of fish and 300 species
of migratory birds on more than 5,000

acres along the lower Detroit River in
Michigan and Canada.
      The refuge includes islands, coastal
wetlands,  marshes, shoals and riverfront
lands along 18 miles of the Lower Detroit
River from Zug Island south to the south-
ern boundary of Sterling State Park in
Monroe County, Michigan.  The new ref-
uge also includes Mud Island and Grassy
Island, lands managed by the Service as
Wyondotte National Wildlife Refuge
(NWR).  The 330-acre Wyondotte

Rick Schultz, manager of Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge in Bloomington,
Minn.,  explains the refuge’s wildlife values and geography to Gov. Christie Whitman,
administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency during Whitman’s visit to
the Refuge Jan. 25. The refuge hosted an afternoon press conference for the EPA. For
more, see page 3.

--Photo by Scott Flaherty

EPA Administrator Visits Minnesota Valley NWR
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